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“My hope is that our strong will and
powerful minds will enable us to build a
better world in which we can all live.”
- Dana, BBfP program alumni, 2003 & 2004
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From the Board Chair
Making Grassroots Impact

attitudes and behaviors to positive, life-affirming goals and
processes. We hope that someday, peoples and governments in
conflict will learn from the model these young people follow.

I am pleased to add my comments to
Our mission is to help, in our innovative way, to encourage and
our second formal annual report to
build peaceful communities throughout the world. This mission
the Seeking Common Ground (SCG)
stays the same despite discouraging world events. Every time
community and the greater community
we hear of a setback in any aspect that might affect peace in
at large. It seems that we just finished
communities, we redouble our efforts and resolve.
last year’s report. This is evidence that the world continues to
speed along at a breakneck pace, becoming more complex and
Our Circles of Change Awards Breakfast, which took place
dynamic every day. Conflict is everywhere: Iraqis fight Iraqis
last November, provided fuel for our continuing efforts. We
in sectarian strife; American forces and Iraqis fight insurgents;
were all energized and inspired by Jenny Koff, Anita Sanborn,
terrorists victimize innocent citizens; Israel is still fresh from
and particularly for me at least, Hafsat Abiola. Ms. Abiola
a conflict with its Lebanese neighbors and remains in
personifies a person born into a community in strife,
conflict with Palestinians; Palestinian factions
whose family was seriously and severely affected
battle each other…and the list goes on. We see
“Our mission is to help,
by events surrounding her. Nevertheless, she
more terrorist or potential terrorist activity
has an inspiring aspect, a positive attitude,
throughout the world and chaos seems
in our innovative way, to encourage
and calls us to action – to do what we can,
imminent.
however little it is, to effect change for the
and build peaceful communities
betterment of personal integrity, opportunity
Against this ugly background though, we
throughout the world.”
and peace in the communities in which we
are beginning to see glimmers of hope, some
have a stake. We all need to do our part just like
brighter than others. We seem to be in the midst
Jenny, Anita and Hafsat.
of a regime change in the United States. The potential
presidential candidates, for the first time, seem to be coming
from diverse and solid backgrounds. More and more, we hear
comments from people fed up with the status quo, concerned
about the direction various aspects of our lives are taking.
The irony in all of this confusion and chaos is that SCG has a
credible model for progress. Our Building Bridges for Peace
program is a microcosm of conflict and it’s resolution, or at least
it’s being placed in proper context.
Every summer we host American, Israeli and Palestinian young
women, many of whom start from the perspective of being
enemies, full of fear, distrust and hatred. In a period of intense
personal discourse, these young women channel their energy
from destructive paths to positive steps toward understanding,
reconciliation, conflict resolution and peace. While they do not
completely resolve all of their issues in the short time allotted
to them, they nevertheless redirect their energy from destructive

As an organization, SCG intends to continue doing its part. We
were named in 2006 as one of the 50 most innovative, creative
and effective organizations in the nation, with the honor of
appearing in 21/64’s Slingshot 2006 publication.
We pride ourselves in making a grassroots impact on the
societies from which our participants come and in which we
conduct our work. Our success continues in fits and starts, but
always on an upward path. Energized and inspired, I remain
proud to be a part of this organization, and I welcome your
continued support throughout this year.

Charles H. Jacobs
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From the Executive Director
Peace Begins at Home
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2007 BBfP PARTICIPANTS AND STAFF, DERRY/LONDONDERRY, NORTHERN IRELAND

When I began Seeking Common Ground
(SCG), my son Coby was 9 years old. I
would tell people that if Coby grew up
saying ‘my mom worked for peace but she
was never home for me’, I would have been a total failure.
I strongly believe that peace begins at home, and I was clear
that my family would always come first when I founded SCG.
What I did not anticipate was how much my family would
embrace this work and how much our home would come to
embody the mission of SCG.
Early on in the creation of the organization, my husband,
Josh, told me that the work I was doing was ‘our’ work, and
that he shared the organization’s philosophy and mission. He
wanted to be as involved and supportive as possible. And he
has been. He is my
“The mission and philosophy of
sounding board and
my inspiration. He
Seeking Common Ground has become
has encouraged me
a part of who we are.”
to continue when at
times I wanted to give
up. We are partners in raising Coby and while we both travel a
great deal for our work, we understand that our work sustains
us and allows us to grow as individuals. And we cherish our
time together. Josh is also a member of our Board of Directors.
Every summer, we open our home to the many young women
and men that travel from Israel, Palestine, the US and other
areas of the world to staff our program. Our basement is
filled wall to wall with mattresses and suitcases. With Josh
happily in the lead, mealtime becomes an event at our home,
with all the staff helping prepare. The music is loud and the
conversation deep, comical, entertaining, and captivating.
Every year, Josh and I feel privileged to have entered into the
lives of these young people.

MELODYE ON THE CARRICK-A-REDE ROPE BRIDGE, NORTHERN IRELAND
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Coby, an only child, has grown up with many “siblings” from
around the world. He turns 22 in May and in the last few
years has become a member of the BBfP program staff. Now
I watch as he welcomes new participants each summer and
leads them in introductory games of getting to know one
another. Some of his closest friends are other staff members
from South Africa, Northern Ireland, Israel, and Palestine. He
has traveled on his own and with me to each of these places
to live, work and educate himself on the issues these countries
face. He doesn’t know what career path he will choose, but he
does know that his world reaches far and wide.
SCG has enhanced our family life on so many levels. For Josh,
Coby and myself, the mission and philosophy of SCG has
become a part of who we are and has added incomparable
experience and value to our family. Over the years, I have
seen this organization grow, and my family and I have grown
with it. The participants who attend our programs believe that
they have been transformed and changed, but the reality is
that we have been as deeply transformed and touched by this
experience as they have.

Melodye Feldman

REEM, ANNA, HADEEL, AND YARA, 2006 BBfP PARTICIPANTS

LAMA WITH OTHER 2006 BBfP PARTICIPANTS
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From the Associate Director
Searching for answers
Six years ago this summer, on many a rainy
afternoon I could be found sitting along
the bank of the River Shannon in Limerick,
Ireland. I had arrived in Limerick several
months before, in the fall of 2000, to pursue
my MA in Peace and Development Studies. I was there as an
inaugural George Mitchell scholar, a program of the US-Ireland
Alliance, a non-profit organization dedicated to strengthening
ties between Ireland and the United States. During that long,
wet summer, I was trying desperately to finish my MA thesis
exploring the challenges political leaders faced in implementing
the 1998 Belfast or Good Friday Agreement. I had spent the
spring traveling back and forth between Limerick and Belfast,
Northern Ireland, to conduct interviews with political leaders,
including Nobel Prize winners John Hume and David Trimble
(Mr. Hume is a former leader of the Social Democratic and
Labour Party and Mr. Trimble was then First Minister), Sinn Fein
leaders Gerry Adams and Martin McGuinness (Mr. McGuinness
is currently Deputy First Minister), Ian Paisley, Jr. (son of Reverend
Ian Paisley of the Democratic Unionist Party, current First
Minister), former Women’s Coalition leader Monica Williams,
and the late David Ervine of the Progressive Unionist Party.
And that summer, having listened over and over to my interview
tapes, to these men and women who in many ways determined
the future of the historic new coalition government, I felt
confused. I wasn’t confused by their differing opinions (that, of
course, I expected), nor was I confused by their lyrical northern
accents (my ear had become trained by then), but I felt confused
because I didn’t know what to write. I didn’t know what insights
I, a young American college student, could contribute to a
centuries old conflict. Who was I to make observations, much
less recommendations?
Thankfully, that summer I also had a kind, wise and firm academic
advisor who saw through my requests for an extension on my
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thesis deadline. I’d probably still be sitting there beside the
Shannon if it were not for his insistence that I must finish. It has
taken me years to understand the lessons of that experience.
I share this with you now because the lessons are also the
reasons that I find such fulfillment in my work at Seeking
Common Ground (SCG).
Upon returning to Colorado from Ireland, I had a dream to create
a school-based program to teach high school and college age
students about the Northern Ireland conflict, not so that they
could go there and “help,” but for precisely the opposite reason.
I wanted them to learn about the conflict in Northern Ireland as I
had – to wrestle with questions of injustice, governance, security,
human rights, and others – in order to become better equipped for
finding solutions to these issues back home in the United States. I
wanted to be part of educating a generation of young Americans
who have firsthand knowledge of another part of the world and of
the complexities of both inter-group and intra-group conflict.
A year later, I met Melodye Feldman, Founding Executive
Director of SCG. One of the aspects of SCG that most impressed
me was that the organization’s flagship Building Bridges for
Peace (BBfP) program included American participants. More than
3 years later, I am now honored to be serving as the program
director of BBfP. In this role, people often ask me why Americans
are involved. I want to ask them back: how could they not be? If
we are talking about
“I have come to realize that the
peacefully resolving
conflict worldwide,
answer for me is in each and every
how can Americans
be excluded? Now
one of SCG’s participants”
more than ever I
believe that young Americans need, and want, to gain the skills
to communicate, cooperate and collaborate with the ‘other’
– whether that ‘other’ happens to live across a city or across an
ocean. I believe that we, as members of the US community, have
much to learn about how to create a truly just, equitable, inclusive
and peaceful society. And I have hope that we are moving in the
right direction. Year after year, I see American participants of the

BBfP program from all backgrounds grapple with questions about their
role in creating peace, both in the Middle East and in the communities
in which they live. I see these young women becoming agents of change.
This is why I do this work. And the work is expanding.
This summer, SCG is launching the pilot BBfP program for teen men.
Now we will be able to reach young women and men and give them the
tools they need to work as partners in achieving the change they wish
to see in the world. There is also the new Building Bridges for PeaceDenver (BBfP-Denver) program, designed for female and male high
school students from throughout the Denver metro area, and conducted
in partnership with Denver Public Schools and in consultation with the
national organization Facing History and Ourselves. This pilot program
includes an international enhancement trip through which students will
travel to a region of the world experiencing conflict. This spring, I led the
BBfP-Denver trip to Northern Ireland from March 22nd – April 1st, 2007.
As you now know, my return to Northern Ireland, this time as an
educator and practitioner with 17 American high school students, is
a dream fulfilled. To have watched these young people engage with
their peers, meet with community and political leaders, and wrestle
with how what they were seeing in Northern Ireland is or is not similar
to what they face back here in Denver was gratifying beyond words.
When asked about what she had learned on the trip, one participant
stated that she now believes that “in order to make peace you need to
work in your own community [because] then you will have more of an
understanding on how to work in other communities around the world.”

2006 BBfP PARTICIPANTS

2007 BBfP-DENVER PARTICIPANTS

I think back to my hours spent searching for answers on the banks of
the River Shannon and I have come to realize that the answer for me
is in each and every one of SCG’s participants. My answer, and my
reason for continuing to do this work, is to inspire them to go in search
of answers to the difficult questions we face if we are to be engaged
and responsible members of our international community.

Erin Breeze

ERIN WITH HER FORMER ADVISOR FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF LIMERICK, DOMINIC MURRAY, 2007
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It’s Like Riding a Bike

GALI AND REEM, 2006 BBfP PARTICIPANTS

2007 BBfP-DENVER PARTICIPANTS, NORTHERN IRELAND

In 1998, I was excited to attend the Building
Bridges for Peace (BBfP) program for the first
time as a participant. The year before, my sister
had returned from a trip to Israel married to a
Palestinian. This event brought the Middle East
conflict out of the TV and into my own home. Suddenly, not only did I
know people affected by the violence in the Middle East, but they were
now a part of my family. After my first summer at the program, I knew
that my life would never be the same. I was very active in the follow-up
program and decided to return in 1999 as an LIT (Leader in Training). I
was honored to be hired on as a counselor in 2000 and again in 2004.
It is sometimes hard to pinpoint the effects that the program has had
on my life. I tend to think that every experience in life becomes a
part of you, changing your mindset and outlook on the world. I was
so young when I began BBfP and it has been a part of my life for so
long, that sometimes it is hard to remember a time when I wasn’t a
participant, much like trying to remember a time when you couldn’t
drive or ride a bike. When
“After my first summer at the
I think about the things
I learned at the program
program, I knew that my life would
– the communication
never be the same.”
techniques, the stories of
the other participants, a
deeper understanding of myself – I realize that these experiences
are so deeply ingrained into my being that I can’t separate them out
anymore. BBfP is just a part of me. After a long time, mirroring, one
of the communication techniques we learned at the program, has
become natural, like reading, speaking and writing.
The truth is, I don’t know what my life would look like if I had never
been involved in BBfP. Maybe I never would have visited Israel and
Palestine. Maybe I would not have studied conflict resolution in
graduate school. Maybe I would not be working in the non-profit
sector or trying to obtain my teaching certificate. What I do know
for certain is that without the BBfP program, my life would not be

ISLAM AND JENNA, 2006 BBfP PARTICIPANTS
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as rich, and I would not have met all of the wonderful people
that I have. I believe that without BBfP, my life would not be as
fulfilling as it is today.
My name is Becca, and I received a Master’s degree in International
Administration with a concentration in Conflict Resolution from
the University of Denver in 2005. I am currently teaching
Emotional Intelligence to teens at the YESS Institute, a non-profit
organization in Denver, and also working at the Center for
International Studies.

Finding My Path
Building Bridges for Peace (BBfP) has been
woven into my life. When I first became
involved in the program as a participant
in the summer of 1998, I was entering my
junior year of high school. I was on the brink
of developing my individual thoughts and choices. The BBfP
program helped guide me through this process and has been a

resolution. I left my job and moved back to Denver, and I am
now working toward this degree at the University of Denver.
My story is not that different from other young women coming into
their own independence, but because of BBfP, there are differences.
I experienced new perspectives and choices, and the program gave
me the opportunity to explore options different from those I had
already known. Some would even say I rebelled in redefining what
it means for me to be Jewish and re-evaluating how I fit into this
world as a Jewish woman. My path in life has strong roots in BBfP,
and what I learned from the program continues to stay with me in
my travels down the road of self-discovery.
My name is Alana, and this is my story. I am now finishing my
Master’s thesis and training for two half-marathons. When I am
done with both, I hope to find a corporate training position here
in Colorado.

part of my life ever since. After high school, I attended Indiana
University and graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in Religious
Studies and minors in Philosophy and Leadership Ethics and
Social Action. Throughout college, people would ask me why I
had chosen to pursue religious studies in general, as opposed to
Jewish studies in particular. My response to them was that we live
in a world with diverse religious traditions, and how could I learn
to react and live in such a world if I only knew about myself and
my own faith?
I continued on my path of self-discovery after graduation, and
took my first job as a youth director at a temple in Maryland.
During my year there, I watched as my two supervisors went
through mediation. I experienced, first-hand, the discomfort of
interacting with individuals who are involved in conflict with
each other. I was reminded of what I learned from BBfP, and
I decided to pursue a master’s degree in the field of conflict
2007 BBfP-DENVER PARTICIPANTS, NORTHERN IRELAND
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One Woman’s Magic
I first joined Building Bridges for Peace
(BBfP) as an idealistic 16 year-old tomboy.
I thought I had the power to change
the world. When I came back from the
program, I knew that the power to change
the world was already within me. Looking back on that time,
the program seemed like such a crazy idea. Who takes thirty
teenagers from Palestine and Israel and brings them to one of the
most beautiful places in the world and thinks peace will come of
it? Luckily, there were brave women who thought it was possible.

I am not a person of many words, and my words are simple.
If I had to sum up all that I was given I would tell you one
thing – be a part of the solution and not a part of the problem,
in all aspects of your life. I wish that in the years to come more
women would become aware of their power. I know that the
BBfP program can do magic.
My name is Tal. I am a student of political science at Bar Ilan
University in Israel, and I work for a human resources company. In
the future, I hope to work for the Israeli Foreign Affairs Ministry.

I spent nearly ten years in the army, serving on the border near
Tol Orem and later in Hebron, Gaza. In times of combat, I tried
to remember that the person who was shooting at me was not
the same person who sang with me near the campfire at BBfP.
I am now 28 and not as idealistic as I used to be. I am more of
a woman than ever before, and I am more a part of the solution
than a part of the problem. I study political science and have a
passion to be like one of the women I met in Denver – strong,
independent, and part of a process to become a better person
and help others do the same. Sometimes my professors talk
about the peace process. When I ask them if they have ever
spoken to someone on the other side, most of the time the answer
is “no”. I feel blessed that I was given this opportunity. I met
many young women who, like me, knew that there had to be a
solution and were willing to go the distance to make it happen.
Someone once asked me when I returned from the program if
it was worth it. I couldn’t answer him at the time; my emotions
were too strong and I didn’t know how to handle them. Now I
am ready to give him that answer: if it meant being able to grow
into a strong, independent, sure woman; if it meant being able to
lead and affect other people with my experience and give them
knowledge to find their own answers; if it meant becoming aware
that no one but us, Palestinians and Israelis, will solve this conflict;
then yes, it was all worth it.
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The Will of Women
I was a participant in Building Bridges for
Peace (BBfP) in 2003, and I returned as
a Leader in Training (LIT) in 2004. After I
graduated high school in 2004, I decided to
study pharmacy. I’m currently attending the
University of Jordan and pursuing a degree in this field. I try to
apply the skills and knowledge I gained from BBfP to my field
as often as I can.

The BBfP program empowered me to stand up for women and to
work toward ensuring that every Arab woman is given the full respect
that she deserves. To improve the role of women in society and help
prepare them for a better future, I worked on a project with a friend of
mine at the University of Jordan. This project was called Step on the
Career Highway, and was designed for women ages 19-23 who are
smart, open minded, and ready to become the powerful women of the
future. The project focused on increasing the involvement of women in
social and political life and helping female students prepare for their
future careers.
My friend and I led sessions for young women alongside women
activists from Jordan and professors from various faculties within
the university. The workshops involved teamwork, discussions, and
group activities. My goal throughout these sessions was to equip
these young women with the knowledge and skills necessary to
help them build successful futures and encourage them to play an
active and positive role in society. After leading a twenty-one hour
course for twenty-two students of different majors and nationalities,
including Palestinians and Jordanians, I felt empowered.
I realized that I have the initiative and vision to lead future projects
and overcome whatever obstacles and challenges may arise. The
young women who participated in my workshops gained confidence
in their abilities and are now better prepared to face whatever the
world may bring them. I am proud to be a source of inspiration for
these women. My hope is that our strong will and powerful minds will
one day enable us to build a better world in which we can all live.

2006 BBfP PARTICIPANTS

My name is Dana. I’m 20 years old and from East Jerusalem,
Palestine. I not only want to be a pharmacist and a great basketball
player (I play on the women’s team at university), but I also hope to
become a woman of power and influence in my community so that
I can create change.

JESS, LINDSAY, AND ARI, 2007 BBfP-DENVER PARTICIPANTS
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Listening with My Heart
I was born almost 23 years ago in Israel to
two left-wing Jewish parents. I was brought
up in a family that believes in mediation and
in the power to change situations. I first heard
about Building Bridges for Peace (BBfP) when
I was 16. In the summer of 2000, my first year in the program, the
Camp David Accords failed. This event made me want to become
more active in my country, so I decided to return to BBfP the next
year. The summer of 2002 was my third year in the program and my
last year of high school. After I returned from Colorado that year,
I decided to postpone my army draft and pursue a service year, so
that I could give more to my country. I then went into the army for
three years, and just recently finished my service.
Through my experience in BBfP, I learned about myself, about how to
listen and hear others, and about how to confront conflicts. I’d like to
share with you one event, although there have been many, in which
I found myself using my BBfP skills in an environment, and a type of
conflict, new to me.
I come from a very non- religious background and grew up with
stereotypes and dislike toward religious people. Then I found myself
in the army, where I had to work with many religious girls because
my program enabled them to join the army and still maintain their
level of religious practice.
In my third year of army service I was a lieutenant, and most of
my staff was religious. One of the officers who I was in charge of
had lived in Gush Ezion, a
Jewish settlement in the West
“Because of the BBfP program,
Bank. It was an eye-opening

I can understand and appreciate
experience for me to speak
with someone who was so
perspectives different from my own.”
different in her political views.
It was likewise hard for her to
understand that in 2000, I went to the West Bank, to Ramallah, and
visited a friend who wasn’t Jewish. We talked a lot about politics,
2006 BBfP PARTICIPANTS
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and it wasn’t easy for either one of us. But we were open to
listening to one another, and I found myself saying the words
“I hear you” without even realizing what I was saying. At that
moment, I felt like I was back in Colorado, at BBfP.
My friend and I didn’t always agree, but we talked. We talked
about all kinds of subjects, especially about women, religion,
and the situation between Palestine and Israel. She is now one
of my best friends.
In the last three years, I have learned so much from her and
the rest of my religious staff. They have all opened my eyes to
many things. It is because of the BBfP program, that I have the
skills to communicate with the ‘other’. It is because of the BBfP
program, that I can understand and appreciate perspectives
different from my own. And it is because of the BBfP program,
that I found common ground and gained a new friend.

Far away from everything I knew and in a new environment, all
I had with me was my personality, ideas, and past experiences. Day
by day, I started to interact with people and share my opinions
and stories. I started to engage with the interesting conditions
I was living in: staying in cabins with Israelis, people I saw as
enemies; being away
“As the days went by I spoke more,
from my family; not
speaking in my mother
listened more, and shared more.”
tongue; and adjusting to
strange weather and different food. I thought I would crack from
all of the pressure on the first day, but as time passed, I learned
that I had both the strength and the will to go on. I never thought
I could smile at an Israeli girl and say to her “yes, I understand
your pain.” I never thought I could cry when hearing the stories
of strangers. I never thought I would care for people who were
strangers to me and become their shoulder to lean on.

My name is Ilil. I am now working on my matrix exams and
hope to start university next year in Bar Ilan, Israel. This
summer, I will travel to South America to learn about and
experience new cultures. I see myself as a feminist who is

As the days went by I spoke more, listened more, and shared
more. For the first time ever, I heard my own voice and saw the
real me. I learned that I was a person who can listen, feel, share,
and affect others. I was a person with a story and a mission – that
mission was to show the world who I was, as an individual, as a

looking to affect change.

woman, and as a Palestinian. I had met myself.

Meeting Myself
I came to Building Bridges for Peace (BBfP)
expecting to meet new people and learn
new things. I believed I knew who I was,
and I wanted to share that with others.
When I arrived in Colorado, however, I
realized just how far away I was from my country, home, family,
and friends. I was away from everything I identified myself with,
and I started to wonder who I was when far away from home.
Who was I when I was not a daughter, a student, a friend, or a
sister? It was then that I realized that the person I really needed
to meet was myself.

It has been three years since I was in Colorado, yet not a
single day passes when I don’t remember BBfP and apply
something I learned from the program. “Feel comfortable
being uncomfortable”, “stretch as much as you can”, “life is a
challenge by choice” – every single word I heard then is still
in my mind now, reminding me of the tools I need to master
my own life. The BBfP program affected my life and changed
it for the better. I learned to listen, to understand, and to speak
my own mind and be heard. BBfP took everything I had and
believed in and helped me shape it in a way that has made me
a stronger and better person.
My name is Dima. I am an 18-year old Palestinian young woman
who just graduated from high school and is trying to find her
way in Jordan. I am also studying to be a pharmacist.
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Renewing Hope, One Person
and Community at a Time

ABRAHAMIC INITIATIVE’S INTERFAITH YOUTH LEADERSHIP COUNCIL MEMBERS AT A SCG TRAINING

This year will be the fourth summer that
we have hosted young women attending
Seeking Common Ground’s (SCG) Building
Bridges for Peace (BBfP) summer program. We have thoroughly enjoyed
spending time with the participants we have hosted. There is always
some anxiety about how they will respond to us, since we are much
older and from a different background than they are. Every year
however, we find these young women to be delightful and extremely
interesting, and they never fail to enrich our lives.
We also find some of what they say to be heartbreaking and emotional.
This past summer, one of the young peacemakers stated upon her arrival
that she had no hope of any progress in the Israeli/Palestinian conflict;
rather, her only hope was that taking part in the BBfP program would
at least give her a chance to vent her feelings.

2006 BBfP PARTICIPANTS AND STAFF

During the silent auction at the 13th Annual BBfP Celebration Luncheon
at the end of the summer program, we purchased a peace bowl that she
had made. In the bowl, she had written down her thoughts about the
program. She said, “Thank you for donating to this program. I loved it
a lot. It was full of challenges, love, learning, stretching, meeting new
people, making new friends, and recharging hope – hope for peace
and hope for a better future. Now I know myself better and I know that
there are many amazing people who are willing to make a change and
willing to accept differences in others and respect them. Thank you
again and keep believing in us because we are trying.” What this
young woman said is the epitome of why we continue to support and
believe in the BBfP program and SCG.
Mary and Peter Peterson
Hosts, BBfP program, 2004-present

2006 BBFP PARTICIPANT HOLDING UP THE BOTTOM OF HER PEACE BOWL
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Arna and Marty Caplan
Meridee and Ed Cecil
Center for International Studies
Gary Christy
The CMS Endowment Foundation
Pamela Coe
Ann Cohen
Sandra Cohen
Cynthia Colvin
Miriam Berkowitz Blue
The Community Jewish Youth
Foundation of the East Bay
Joanna and Peter Conti
Mollie Cook
Carema Cook-Masaud
& Mohamed Ben-Masaud
C. L. Daenell
Michelle Dally
The Dancing Moose Minyan
Sheila Davaney and Larry Graham
Margarita Davis
Dependable Cleaners
Gregory Dewit
The Dobkin Family Foundation
Janis and Bill Dodson
Linda Drake
Anne and Robert Drucker
Rachel Dubois
Naomi and Andy Dubois
Andrea Dukakis
Myra and Meyer Durlofsky
Bret Duvall
Susan Earnhart
Rabbi Amy Eilberg
Marsha Engel
Robin and Michael Engleberg
Lisa Estrada and Emil Marx
Lisa Farber-Miller and David Miller
Danica Favorite-McDonald
Allen Fay
Jill and Ken Fellman
Anne Fendrich
Teri Fields
Janet and Art Fine
The Firefly Fund
First Universalist Church of Denver
Michelle and Robbie Fishman
Lee Fisher-Rosenberg & Barry Rosenberg
Sheri and Jon Flies
Deborah and David Flitter

Forest City Stapleton
Amy and Tom Fortner
The Foundation for Compassionate Action
Peggy and Dennis Frank
Karen Frankel
Lora Freeman and Robert Severson
David French
Lindsey Frew
Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Fricklas
Lana and Ted Friedman
Rabbi Tirzah Firestone Friedman
Friends of Seeking Common Ground
Jane Fruchtman
Don Gabbay
Judith and Aaron Gadiel
Kenneth Gart
Nancy and Samuel Gary
Elizabeth Geiser
Amber Gerding
Sally and Jon Gibson
Sara Gilbert
Margot and Al Frank
Shamaya Gilo
Debbie Ginsburg
Sue Goldberg
William Goldberg
The Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund
Sally Jo and Rabbi Joseph Goldman
Natalie and Steve Goldman
Marsha Goldsmith and Mark Kamin
Lynda Goldstein
Marianne and John Golieb
Penina Gould
Josh Gould
Nancy Graham and Robert Behr
Sandra Graham and Blair Johnson
Melanie Grant
Ca Greenfield
Mary Greer
Barbara Grenoble
Cathy Grimm
Celeste Grynberg
Guilford Publications
Pam and Jim Gutman
Sharon and Jeffrey Haber
Wendy and Michael Handler
HANNAH by Design
Julie and Dan Harris
Harris Nesbit Corporation
Kassa Harrison
Lisa Hartman and Ed Stein
Heart Intelligent
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Amy and James Hecht
The Hecht Foundation
Jaala Hemingway
Katharine Henderson
Carla Henebry-Branscombe
Kimberly and Milton Hetrick
Patricia Foley Hinnen
Barbara Holme
Caren and Mayer Horensten
Sari Horovitz & Rabbi Howard Hoffman
Marsha Houts Jacobs and Donald Jacobs
Tamara Hoxworth and Ari Gould
Evelyn Hutt
David Ickovic
Eve Ilsen and Rabbi Zalman Schachter
Diane and Jerry Jacobs
Jill and Randy Jacobs
Robyn and Chuck Jacobs
Ming Jacq and Kyle Martin Hall
Yael Japha
Toba Strauss
Aviva Joffe
Eleanore and Jim Judd
Ardath and Mark Junge
Bill Juraschek
Sarah and C.T. Kaesemeyer
Deanne and Stephen Kapnik
Judith Karp
Mindy Kaufman
Jill and Doug Kemper
Lynne and Steve Kendall
Sara and Peter Kendall
Ann Marie Kennedy
Hanka Kent
The Kent Family
Jeffrey Kent
Deborah Khouzam
Brenda Kirwood
Beth and Seth Klarman
Jennifer Koff
Judy, David, Jenny, and Ali Koff
Bonnie Kossoff and Steve Uslan
Carol Kozak and Seth Ward
Kathleen and Bruce Kraynack
Sylvia Kreider
Howard Lipshutz
Marie Krueger
Gloria Kubel
Charles Langer
Leslie Lawson and Dan Himmelspach
Ann Lederer and Robert Hickler
The Lederer Foundation
Doris and Larry LeDue
Bonny Lee-Michaelson
Bob LeGare
Dolores Leh
Nicki Leiser
Hannah and Mark Levine
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Ruth and Paul Levisohn
Ann Levy
Arlene Lipman
Nancy Livingston
Mark and Linda Loewenstein
Lucy Loomis
Los Lantzmun
Moshe Luber
Debra Brooks Luby and Chester Luby
Mary Ann Luty and Anne Wesley
Reeva MacDonald
Pamela and Jacques Machol
Richard Magill
Julie Malek and Rick Kornfeld
Ruth Malman
Bonnie Margolin
Robbie and Roger Marks
Susan Mathews
Eileen McCarron
Anne McFarland
Jeanette McIntosh
Margaret Mary McKenna
Winton McKibben
Peg and Keith Meagher
Gerald Melfi
Lauren Merrill and Michael Still
Marla and Brett Messing
Lynn and David Meyer
Marilyn Meyer
Kate Meyers
Laura and William Michaels
Microsoft Corporation
Maggie Miller and Doug Gertner
Lynne Milliken
Cheryl Mirrop
Linda Mitchell
Madeline Mohan and H. Naci
Donna Morganstern
Liane Morrison and Alan Greenburg
Greg Movesian
Kathleen and Rockne Mullens
Marla Music and Alan Sweetbaum
Ilene and Mark Nathanson
Natural Pathways
Gary Nearpass
Kimberly Ann Nearpass-Pollack
and Justin Pollack
Edith Netzer
Shari Niermann
Linda Niven and Harold Grueskin
Melissa Nix
Judy Nogg
Francine Nolin Rogers and Martin Rogers
Kim and George Norris
Teresa and Nicholas Nossaman
Vicki O’Connor
Micki O’Flynn-Hall and Art Hall
Mary and Obi Okocha

Orbis Institute
Mary Ellen O’Shea
Michelle Osterman
Jane Page
Park Hill Congregational Church
PASCO
Barbara Pearl and Fred Greenspahn
Vicki Perlmutter and David Dansky
Lisa and Jonathan Perlmutter
Jordan Perlmutter
Val and Stan Peters
Mary and Peter Peterson
The Jay and Rose Phillips Foundation
Photopia Productions LLC
Diane Pincus
Reverend John Piper
Poker Players for Peace
Carmi and Aaron Pollack
The Porter Hospice and Hospice
of Peace Foundation
Post Modern Company
Caren Press
Eugenia and Ballard Pritchett
Leslie and David Puth
Lindsey Quinlisk
Regina Reichman
Linda Reilly
Jeff Reiman
Adina and Eli Reshotko
Deborah Reshotko
Naomi Reshotko and P.B. Schechter
Dorothy and Steven Resnick
Carolyn and Jeffrey Richards
John Riede
Lynne Rienner
RNL Design
Margaret Roath
Ellen and Scott Robinson
Janice Roehl and Frederick Anderson
Bette and John Rogers
Laurene and Greg Romberg
The Rose Youth Foundation
Ada Rosen and Paul Gould
Susan and Howard Rosen
Corry and Steve Rosenberg
Cheryl and Phil Rosov
Robert Rottman
Nickie and Stephen Rounds
Sian Rowlands and R. Alan Christie
Nancy and Farrell Rubenstein
William Rubenstein
Joyce Rubin and Jeffrey Reiman
Judith Russell-Kugler
Ruth and Merle Sachnoff
Mary Salish
Anita Sanborn and Robert Thomson
D. E. Sanders
Allyson Sawtell

Mary Ruth Saxton
Mouse and Mark Scharfenacker
Linda Scherrer and Bobbi Furer
Deborah and Richard Schlueter
Rena, Jacob, and Sophie Schor
Nora Schrutt
Rita Schweitz
Raphael Seligman
Elaine Selsberg and Dan Recht
Cindy and Robert Shaiman
Paula and Les Shapiro
Ruth and Jim Sharon
Theresa and Marston Shelton
Sharon Sherman
Mary Anne and Richard Shube
Mary and Peter Shultz
Kaye Siemers
Lani and William Silvers
Hal Simmons
Marisol and Rob Simon
Rita Singer
Nellie Lou and Edward Slagle
Alana Smart and Zeke Saidman
Margo Smiley
The Social Justice Fund
Nina Sokol and Maria Elena Guzman
Barb Solomon and Connie Peterson
Agnes Sonnenfeld
Heidi and Raymond Souza
St. John’s Cathedral’s Abrahamic Initiative
Frank Stanley
Debbie and Steve Stark
Jennifer Starre-Yorke and Edward Yorke
Andrea and Gregory Steinberger
Susan and Jerry Steinberger
Fran Sterling
Jackie Stern-Bellowe and Howard Bellowe
Sally Stich
Brenda Stockdale
Kerry Stutzman
Mary Sullivan and Sherman Miller
Terri and V.L. Sutphin
Judith Swinnerton
Take Charge Management
Shirley and Daniel Tannenbaum
Frank Tapy
Landry Taylor
Susan and Milo Tedstrom
Valerie and Nicholas Tell
Temple Emmanuel Congregation of Roanoke
Ellen Levy
Judith and John Temple
Dorothy Templin
Pat Tesauro-Jackson and Paul Jackson
James Thomas
Ruth and Warren Toltz
Bobbie and Ed Towbin
Risa Towbin Aqua and Hal Aqua

Susan and Ronald Townsend
Carol Traut and David Wahl
Stephanie and David Tryba
United States Institute of Peace (USIP)
University Park United Methodist Church
Julie and Argus Vail
Trina Vargo
Rabbi Burton Visotzky
Diane Waldman
Joan Wallach and Arthur Rosenblum
Joan and Abbot Wallis
Jes Ward
Stephanie Wasserman and David Fine
June and Sanford Watzman
The Weaver Family Foundation
Rick Wedgle
Susan Weinstein
Janelle Weissman
The Wells Fargo Foundation
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Hildegard White
Suellen and G.T. White
Jill and Andrew Wildenberg
Angela Williams
Marcia Williams
Mary Ann Wilner and James Lovett
The Winds of Change Foundation
The Winograd Family Foundation
Serita Winthrop
Alice and Michael Wirth
The Women’s Foundation of Colorado
Jessie and Steve Zeller
Barbara and Steven Zimmerman
Mary Zinn
Zinn Mediation Associates

ANDREW AND HUDA, 2006 BBfP SUMMER INTENSIVE STAFF

MAYA, ANGEL, AND OR, 2006 BBfP PARTICIPANTS

A special thank you to the following
supporters of Seeking Common Ground
The William Gold Family
Charlie Gwirtsman and Nancy Reichman
Lohf Shaiman Jacobs Hyman & Feiger PC
We apologize for any errors or omissions to this list.

SAMIRA AND SHALINI, 2006 BBfP SUMMER INTENSIVE STAFF
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Keeping the Lights on
and Phones Ringing

2006 BBfP PARTICIPANTS

OR, KLIL, AND OFRI, 2006 BBfP PARTICIPANTS

It has been an honor to be associated with
the dedicated group of people who are
Seeking Common Ground (SCG). I first met
Melodye Feldman years ago when SCG
was run from a tiny dark office with a part time bookkeeper and
a rickety old computer. SCG’s offices now boast sunny windows,
several ringing phones, numerous computers and a staff still
dedicated to the cause of peace. Grants are written, interns buzz
around, ideas are exchanged and a tremendous amount of mission work is accomplished. The part time bookkeeper has been
replaced by a talented accountant.
This amazing growth is partially the result of a dedicated staff,
but just as importantly, it is due to the continued support of SCG’s
donors. This support is what sustains and enables SCG to continue
building a generation of strong and empowered leaders, year after
year. As Treasurer of SCG, I know the struggles that we have gone
through to keep talented staff. I know the penny-pinching that we
must do to make it possible for so many young women and men
to participate in summer and yearlong follow up programs. I know
what it takes to shuttle our staff across the country and around the
world so that they can continue presenting our message of peace
and reconciliation. And I know what we must budget each year to
keep the lights on and the phones ringing. Without the infrastructure in place to support a competent staff, a safe office and updated
technology, the awesome programs of SCG could not continue.
As we plan for the future, SCG strives to keep its organizational
costs low. Our goal to reach more young women and men
through our programs remains utmost in our minds, and in our
budgetary planning. I wish to thank our insightful current contributors who continue to fund the infrastructure of the organization, and I urge you to encourage others to join us in our mission
of spreading the message of peace and reconciliation.

2007 BBfP-DENVER PARTICIPANTS AND STAFF
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Nickie Rounds
Treasurer, SCG Board of Directors, 2005–present

14%

Individuals

Seeking Common Ground Income – 2006
BBfP Program Fee Revenue		 $19,033
Foundations		$267,037
Individuals		$65,181
Consulting/ Honorariums		 $65,550
Fundraising Events		 $56,543
TOTAL		$473,344

$65,181

4%
56%
14%
14%
12%

56%

Foundations

12%

Fundraising
Events

100%

$56,543

4%

BBfP Program
Fee Revenue
$19,033

82%

Seeking Common Ground Expenses – 2006
Programming
$357,687
Administration
$36,082
Fundraising
$42,192

82%
8%
10%

TOTAL

100%

AMOUNTS INDICATED ARE APPROXIMATE AND WERE NOT AUDITED.

Consulting/
Honorariums
$65,550

IN ADDITION TO INCOME, IT IS IMPORTANT TO RECOGNIZE THE COMMUNITY
SUPPORT OF THOSE WHO GIVE TO SCG WITH THEIR IN-KIND DONATIONS. WE
WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE VENDORS, HOST FAMILIES, INDIVIDUALS, INTERNS,
AND VOLUNTEERS WHO SUPPORT SCG BY OFFERING THEIR VALUABLE TIME.

$435,961

14%

$267,037

Programming
$357,687

8%

Administration
$36,082

10%

Fundraising
$42,192
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SEEKING COMMON GROUND
Seeking Common Ground’s mission is to
empower individuals to change the world
by creating peaceful communities through
integration, socialization, communication,
and leadership development.
Since 1993, Seeking Common Ground
(SCG) has helped more than 1,000 diverse
young women and men acquire the
skills and confidence to wage peace and
become agents for change in their home
communities and beyond.

SCG believes that just as race, religion,
nationality, ethnicity, and other identities
are critical to the coexistence discourse,
so too is gender. Women often possess
qualities that encourage a more collaborative
approach to strengthening inter-group
relations and approach conflict resolution
from a place of greater inclusion, consensus,
and empathy. These qualities model a style
of inclusive leadership that creates more
peaceful relationships and communities.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chuck Jacobs
Josh Gould
CHAIR
Charlie Gwirtsman
Laurie Brock
Nickie Rounds
Aleisha Cantrell
BOARD TREASURER
Carema Cook-Masaud Tim Sisk
Melodye Feldman
STAFF
Melodye Feldman

FOUNDER AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Erin Breeze

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, SEEKING COMMON GROUND
PROGRAM DIRECTOR, BUILDING BRIDGES FOR PEACE

Agatha Skierkowski

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS & SPECIAL PROJECTS

Predicated on this female-centered paradigm,
SCG’s programs teach participants how to
communicate through conflict, transform
antagonistic relationships, and recognize
within themselves the capacity to effect
change. SCG’s goal is to build a generation
of leaders who understand the complexities
of inter- and intra-group conflict and have
the tools and confidence to construct
sustainable solutions for peace.

MIDDLE EAST STAFF
Samira Copty

CO-COORDINATOR, BUILDING BRIDGES FOR PEACE PROGRAM

Gal Yaakobi

CO-COORDINATOR, BUILDING BRIDGES FOR PEACE PROGRAM

INTERNS
Renee Boeck
Luiz Carvalho
Heidi Harriman

SEEKING COMMON GROUND | P.O. BOX 101958 | DENVER, CO 80250
PHONE: 303.691.2393 | FAX: 303.691.2394 | WWW.S-C-G.ORG | INFO@S-C-G-.ORG

Susan Kemp
Cathy Smith
Akemi Tanetsugu

